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GENTLEMEN, 


HERE are occaſions, on which 
p 4 every man ought to take a part, 
and in my apprehenſion this is one of 
them, for I think you are at the head of 
a party that threatens deſtruction to the 
Britiſh Conſtitution,—Your private vir- 
tues or vices are totally immaterial to the 
community, nor do I conceive that any 
lob B man 
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man has a right to attack the private cha- 
rater of another—but i your capacity as 
public men, every ſubje& is entitled to 
canvaſs your proceedings, and point out 
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your deſigns. 


To your Lordihip, on a former occa- 
fion, I addreſſed myſelf, in defence of 
the rights ab Ireland—rights which have 
 fince been obtained. On this occaſion I 
ſhall contend for the rights of both king- 
doms ; for if Great Britain be governed 
by your ' councils, fo muſt Ireland ; and 
I truſt I ſhall be able to ſhew, that the 
whole fabric of your ſyſtem, is founded 
on principles inimical to, and ſubverſive 
of the Conſtitution. 


That Conſtitution, of which you ſo 
often ſpeak, I will ſhortly and fully lay 
down; 


11 

down; I will ſhow what it is, and what 
your faction is not; I will ſhow that it 
conſiſts in the King, Lords, and Peo- 
ple, and that the Coalition is an ill- 
begotten monſter, that threatens to de- 
ſtroy the fair and legitimate —_— of 
_ eg ? 


The Conſtitution of Great Britain, is 
Monarchical, Ariftocratic, and Demo- 
cratic, The Three Eſtates are free, or 
ought to be ſo, and independent of each 
other; their union in opinion conſti- 
tutes law; the Monarchical power car- 
ries: law when enacted into execution, 
and as the King is the executive Power, 
ſo he has the right of appointing all 
officers of the ſtate. But as the King 
is a component part of the Supreme Le- 
| | pd and his deſtruction or degra- 
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dation would deſtroy that form of Go« 
vernment, the Miniſters appointed by 
him are made reſponſible; they are re- 
ſponſible, that the executive power ſhall 
not break through the fixed laws of the 
land ; this is their true and conſtitutional 
reſponſibility thus far it extends and no 
farther—thoſe who attempt td make it 
more, either do not underſtand, or elſe 
wilfully pervert the Conſtitution. 
Who ever till now heard it avowed 
that the King muſt have this or that Mi- 
niſter ? Who ever before, ſaw a body of 
men ſtand up in the Houſe of Commons, 
and though, perhaps, not in expreſs words, 
yet in language not to be miſunderſtood, 
avow that the national buſineſs, could 
not be done unleſs you, gentlemen, were 
at the head of affairs—by this all 


choice 
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choice is taken from the King were you 
to be reſtored, you wobld not be the 
Miniſters of your Soyereign, but of the 
Coalition but let me here trace this 
Coalition to its true and proper ſource. 


As one third branch of the Legiſlature, 
the people have the inherent right of aſ- 
ſeating or diſſenting from every new-law 

that is propoſed ;| and becauſe it was im- 
_ poſſible that all the people ſhould meet 

and deliberate together, they were al- 
lowed to ſend deputies to conſult with 
the King and the Houſe of Peers, and 
aſſent or diſſent from what was propoſed 
as a new law—this buſineſs tranſacted, 
theſe deputies ſunk into the maſs of the 
people, and as freſh occaſions required, 


they,. or others, were again ſent to meet 
their Sovereign, I 
| It 
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It would be foreign to my purpoſe to 
enter into the hiſtory of repreſentation, 
and to ſhew how it has happened, that 
at firſt the people paid their repreſenta- 
tives, and that, now the repreſentatives 
pay the electors; it is ſufficient for the 
intention of this letter, that the fact is 
notorious, and that a great majority of 
the ſeats in Parliament are actually 
deemed private property, and that when 
the Parliament is diſſolved, the majority 
of the Members are ſent to re- elect them- 
ſelees— when your Lordſhip lately ſaid 
what you would do if a diſſolution took 
place, and you were again returned, you 
certainly, at leaſt internally, ſmiled at 
your own expteſſion. It is on this ſyſ- 
tem of borough intereſt that the . 
tion is founded ; a majority of this mock 
repreſentation conſtitutes” the Houſe of 
: Commons, 
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Commons, and they are pleaſed on every 
occaſion to call their voice the voice of 


the people. 


Here then confiſts your boaſted ſtrength. 
If you are ſent back to a new election, 
you know to a certainty, that a great 
part of your Coalition muſt be again re- 

turned; you hope to have again a majo- | 
rity, and as all taxes are annual, and no 
new one can be made without the con- 
ſent of the repreſentatives of the people 
which you ought to be, but are not ; you 
think by this means to erect a power that 
will compel the King to do juſt what you 
pleaſe thus the great men who form 
the Coalition, are a fourth eſtate, that 
will, if it ſucceeds, hold the other three 
in chains ; that will, under the name of 
the repreſentatives of the people, and by 
5 means 
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means of their uſurped rights, force the 
King to appoint you to the firſt offices of 
the ſtate; you will be made Miniſters, 
not by the King, but by the Coalition ; 
and in return, you mult gratify all 
the wants and wiſhes of that Coalition. 
All the prerogative of Majeſty will be 
overthrown ; he will not make his own 
Miniſters; he will no longer appoint to 
any place of honour or profit; a ſeat in 
Parliament will be the only recommen- 
dation; and to be a member of the Coali- 
tion, will be the road to every appoint - 
ment in the land—may we not fairly con- 
jecture it was for the ſupport of the Coa- 
lition you broug ht in your India Bill? the 
patronage of the Eaſt would have paid your 
adherents, and ſecured your power. May 
we not ſuppoſe it is to this the Coalition 
ſtill look up- for certain it is, that all 
| the 
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the appointments of Great Britain would 
be too little for them and their connec- 
tions. How are the people, to hope, if 
you ſucceed, for a reduction of either 
places or penſions, or any eaſe frgm the 
preſent intolerable burthen of taxation? 
how are they to hope for Parliamentary 
reform, when, by this Coalition the pro- 
perty of boroughs is rendered ſtill more 
valuable. In vain is all hope of redreſs, 
if the people do not now unite with their 
Sovereign, and reſtore the rights of both. 
If your fourth eſtate is not cruſhed, I fore- 
ſee the moſt intolerable tyranny. The 
growing wants of the nation will, under 
this fourth eſtate, be the plea of new 
neceſſities, and power once veſted in your 
hands, you will ſoon make it permanent 
and irreſiſtible. You threatened impeach- 


ment to Lord Temple, for his interfe- 
-=Y rence ; 
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rence ; but by that interference, the In- 
dia Bill, which would have given you 
ſtability, was prevented. In ſuch a time, 
and on ſuch a crifis, I contend for it, 
Lord Femple's conduct was glorious— 
when you, by means of your Coalition, 
had influenced a majority, to become your 


partizans, it was time for the King and 
his friends to oppoſe your undue influ- 


ence, or part with his Crown — the mo- 
ment was critical, and, I thank God, you 


were defeated. If it be unconſtitutional 
for a Peer to adviſe his Sovereign, what 
name, Gentlemen, do you give to thoſe, 


who have attempted, and are attempting, 
to erect a power, that puts their Sovereign 
in chains, and under the forms of the 


Conſtitution ſhakes every principle of it 
to its foundation. 


I will 
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I will for a moment ſuppoſe ycu carry 
your point, though I from my foul both 
hope and believe you never will—I will 
ſuppoſe you are forced upon his Majeſty 
— there will not be a place or appointe 
ment that will not be yours. The Royal 
favour, which, without endangering the 
Conſtitution, endears the ſubje& to the 
Crown, will be in your hands—it will 
de to King North and King Fox that all 
will look up—his Majeſty will not per- 
| haps be allowed the appointment of his 
menial ſervants, leſt they ſhould convey 
any information contrary to your wiſhes. 
To the King you will give the title and 
pageantry of Royalty, whilſt all the rea- 
lity will be yours; and the ſhadow of 
| Majeſty will deſcerd to his poſterity. It 

appears clearly in my mind, that the 
bond of your union is power—that you 
| Ex both 
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both aimed at it, and rather than totally 


loſe it, vere contented tO ſhare it that 


this was the mediator that healed all your 


animoſities, and buried in oblivion the 
innumerable calamities brought, under 


your Lordſhip's adminiſtration, on this 


devoted country. If, Gentlemen, you 
carry your point, you may, in mockery, 


aſk your Sovereign for his approbation, 


when you know he cannot withhold it. 


When any appointment is to be made, it 
will run in the Gazette, his Majeſty 
has been graciouſly pleaſed, but every 
man will underſtand it is the Coalition. 


When any favour is ſought, it will pro- 


bably be aſked, what member of the Co- 


alition is your friend, or in what borough 


have you intereſt ?—thus every place of 
honour or truſt will be filled by your crea- 


tures—the zs and navy may be properly 
modelled 


— . 
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modelled, and when you have a ſufficient 
force, you may perhaps, openly avow the 
Supreme Power. This fourth eſtate, will 
then have compleatly deſtroyed the other 
three, and it will be a Government of 
about three hundred tyrants, whilſt the 
peſt of the ſubjects will be ſlaves; or if 
you chooſe it, you may eaſily find means 
to do without the Members of that 
Coalition that raiſed you into power. | 


Theſe are, I think, the obvious con- 
ſequences of that Coalition, of which 
you are the leaders, and I feel it a duty 
to expoſe the end and object of ſuch de- 
figns. Now or never is the time to op- 
poſe them. The army is not yet yours 
the navy is not yet yours the King is 
not yet in chains the Lords have nobly 
ſtood forth the People know you are 
not 
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not their repreſentatives, and when you 
ſpeak of their rights being invaded, be- 
cauſe the King juſtly oppoſes the growing 
power of your fourth eſtate, they laugh 
at the idea, When your Lordſhip ſpeaks 
of your love of the Conſtitution, and 
that you venerate it ſo much, that you 
cannot think of apy alteration in the pre- 
ſent mode of repreſentation, do you 
think that one rational man conceives 
you mean any thing elſe, but that you 
Tove that fourth eſtate which gives you 
power? See what the city of London has 
lately done, and judge by it of the voice 
of the people. You compare theſe times 
to thole of the Stuarts, without the 
leaſt fimilitude, and think to terrify his 
Majeſty from the juſt exertion of his pre- 
rogative; but all unbiaſſed men now ſee 
that it is not regal its that we have to 
fear, 


LW | 
fear—all ſee that the King is ſtruggling 
for his juſt rights, and that to keep up 
his juſt prerogatives is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to the ſafety of the ſtate ; but you 
depend on borough intereſts, without 
conſidering that the King and the people 
uniting, can in a moment deſtroy their 
baneful influence, and wreſt from you 
for ever the very foundation of your 
power.. 


I conceive the true and juſt title of this 
queſtion to be, Lord North, Mr. Fox, 
and the Coalition, againſt the King, the 
Lords, and the people; and though my 
life ſhould pay the forfeit, I will range 
my little powers on the fide of the people, 
of the Peers, and injured Majeſty, You 
depend on a majority in the enſuing Par- 
liament, who, without conſidering aby 
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thing, will vote you into power if you 
have one, I would adviſe his Majeſty 
to inſtantly diffolve it, and never more 
call thoſe borough-mongers again toge- 
ther. I would adviſe him then to call for 
deputies from every city or town of con- 
ſequence in Great-Britain, and throw 
himſelf upon a generous and loyal people— 
to declare his wiſhes that their rights and 
his prerogatives ſhould be fixed on the 
true ſpirit of the Conſtitution—you and 
the Coalition would, no doubt, cry out 
againſt the infringement of the corporate 

rights of rowns and cities, without inha- 
bitants or houſes ; but I will anſwer, here 
is a real, not fictitious necefſity—here is 
a recurring to firſt principles, and giving 
ſubſtance to what is now a ſhadow, and 
not a wanton violation of property and 


charters. There muſt be a renovation of 
| the 
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the Conſtitution, or the power and free- 
dom of Great-Britain is no more. If 
you will let the preſent Premier, who is 
an avowed friend of Parliamentary Re- 
form, effect it, it is well ; but it you 
will not, and will perſiſt in raiſing up 
your fourth eſtate, whoſe exiſtence de- 
pends upon the preſent perverſion of 
repreſentation; the King has in my 
opinion, but one option—either quietly 
to ſubmit, and become a mere nonentity 
in the ſtate, or boldly throw himſelf 
upon his people, and thus reſcue himſelf 
and them from this new and dangerous 
power—when your Houſe is diſſolved, 
its members become mere ſubjects, and 
you cannot again have political life, but 
by your Monarch's pleaſure. Now, can 
you even doubt that the people of Great 
Britain would unite both hands and hearts 

D in 
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in the reſtoration of their own and of their 
Sovereign's rights? What would ſignify 
the impotent reſentment of your diſ- 
jointed Coalition. Think betimes of the 
dangerous and uncertain ground on which 
you tread, and how you would feel, if 
his Mzjeſty ſhall be forced to ſuch a 
meaſure, you would be baniſhed from 
the preſence of your Sovereign, and live 


under the well-merited contempt of all 
his ſubjects. 


Having thus fully and freely expreſſed 
my ſentiments on the preſent alarming 
criſis, let me humbly offer to your con— 
fideration what would render your lives 
happy and your names immortal. Throw 
aſide all private views, and exert your 
great and undoubted abililics in the re- 
ſtoration of the Conſtitution, — Give 
| to 
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to Majeſty its juſt prerogative, and 
to the People their unqueſtioned rights. 
Conſider not who the Midiſter is, but 
what meaſure he propoſes. Thus you will 
render yourſelves above the allurements 
of power, ſo natural to abilities like 
yours your King will admire the dif- 

intereſtedneſs greatneſs of your mind, and 
the People will almoſt adore you—then 
ſhall my pen be ready to become your 
panegyriſt, and then will 1 wiſh you in 
the firſt appointments of the State—but 
never, never can I wiſh to ſee the Ma- 
jeſty of England compelled to name its 
Miniſters. | 


It is not you, Gentlemen, but this 
fourth eſtate that is the object of my at- 
tack ; if my facts are ill-founded, or my 
concluſions unjuſt, I ſhall thank you 

for 
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for ſetting me right, and ſhall candidly _ 


acknowledge my error; and if in the 
courſe of this letter I have uſed one ex- 
preſſion, not neceſſary to the fair inveſti- 
gation of my ſubject, I aſſure you it was 
foreign to my heart. 


I have the honour to be with all due 
reſpect, 
| Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 
2m _ 
FRANCIS DOBBS, 


 Lonaon, 
20th January, 1784, 


— 


